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April 14, Saturday. This being the anniversary of the
assassination of President Lincoln, the several Depart-
ments were closed by order of the President,

Had an hour's talk with the President on several mat-
ters, but chiefly in relation to the policy of the Administra-
tion, which was brought about by my referring to the inter-
view which I had had with Senator Doolittle on Thursday
evening, and his urgent request that I would communicate
with the President on the subject-matter of our consulta-
tion. I remarked that there were certain suggestions,
which delicacy forbade rne to mention, unsolicited, but that
there was an apprehension that the Radicals were strength-
ening themselves by the non-action, or limited actions, of
the Executive and by conceding to Members of Con-
grens almost all opportunities [for placing] their Radical
friends.

The President said it was exceedingly annoying and'dis-
couraging to witness so good a man as Doolittle despond-
ing, and especially on the subject of removals and appoint-
ments, when Doolittle himself was not prepared to take or
recommend action, even in his own State* It was true that
his Cabinet was not in all respects what he wished; but he
had taken it as he found it. Harlan, to be sure, came in
later, but it was understood he sought and desired the
position, although he had since obtained an election to the
Senate, He supposed Harlan was not in accord with the
policy of the Administration, and delicacy and propriety
would seem to prompt him to resign. But he had, as yet,
shown no disposition to give up his place. Speed, he said,
certainly added no strength to the Administration, was
manifestly in harmony with the Eadicals, advising with
and encouraging them. Delicacy should cause him, feeling
as he did, to retire, but he had made no advance in that
direction, nor would he, probably, uninvited. Stanton, he
remarked, was claimed by the Radicals to be in their inter-
est, and probably such was the fact, yet he had given him no
intimation of that character, except in some general crit-